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For Information on  

Water Conservation 

click here! 

Private Well owners 

click here! 

DROUGHT STATUS  

The  Massac huse tts Exe cutive  Offic e 

of Energy and Environmental A ffair s 

has dec lare d a Leve l 3 –  Cr it ical 

Drought  for  the  We ste r n, 

Connecticut Rive r  Valle y, Ce ntral, 

Northe ast and Southe ast Re gions. 

The  Cape  Cod and Islands Re gions 

re main at Leve l 0  – Normal 

Condit ions . 

CURRENT CONDITIONS 
Due  to unprec edente d low rainfall  

over  the last thre e  months, with many locations recording the ir  lowe st ever  rainfall, 

the  Commonwe alth is expe r ie nc ing cr itic al drought conditions. Since  Nove mbe r  1st , 

there  have been 425  wildfires across t he st ate  wit h 2 ,572  acres burned. Smoke  

e ffe c ts fr om extended drought fire s have  impac te d loc al c ommunitie s. Sinc e August, 

all  re gions, e xc ept Cape and Islands, have  see n a rainfall de ficit of 8 to 11  inc he s. 

Stre amflow has dropped significantly, re sulting in dry brooks and stre ambe ds, 

incre ase d ponding, expose d be ache s and se dime nts, and limited fish passage . 

Groundwater  le ve ls are  dec lining in all re gions.   

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO  

Residents, Faci l ities & Businesses (including private wells users )  

 

• Aggre ssive ly reduce indoor  wate r use   
• take  shor ter  shower s,  

• avoid water running while  
br ushing/shaving, etc.) 

• Run dishwashe rs & washing 
machine s only at full  c apac ity 

OUTDOOR FIRE PREVENTION TIPS 

• Burning yard waste is prohibite d 
• Stop outdoor  cooking/he ating 

• Use c aution with power e quipme nt 

• Proper ly dispose of ashes and 
smoking mate rials 

 

• Minimize  overall water  use  
• Follow loc al wate r re str ic tions 

• Monitor  total household 
wate r use  shown on water bil l 
for  sudde n increase s 

• Fix  leaks imme diate ly 

Cities & Towns  

• Impleme nt drought surc harge /seasonal water  rate s 
• Establish/enhance  water use  reduction targe ts 
• Conduc t targe ted outre ach to top water  users 

• Establish a leak de tection program  

• De ve lop/re fine loc al drought manage me nt plan for  
wate r supply 

• Prohibit washing of hard sur face s, vehic les, boats 

• Use  outre ach mater ials to inform users about 
dr ought/water  conse rvation tips   

• Establish a ye ar-round water c onservation 
pr ogram  

• Enforce  wate r use  re stric tions with str ingent 
pe nalties 

• Pre pare to ac tivate e mergenc y inte r-
connec tions with other  water  supplier s 

We want to hear from you! Please fill out this survey: 

www.mass.gov/wir 

WATER USE  TIPS 

http://www.mass.gov/ma-drought-management
https://www.mass.gov/conservemawater
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/drought-outreach-and-response#information-for-private-well-owners-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/water-resources-toolkit-library-of-outreach-materials
https://www.mass.gov/wir

